Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.113; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.4.
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Experimental
Crystal data [Fe(C 5 H 5 ) (C 15 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Financial support by the start-up fund of Southeast University is gratefully acknowledged.
atives are important heteroaromatic compounds and have attracted considerable attention because of their good biological and pharmaceutical activities (Matsuno et al., 2000; Garuti et al., 1999) .
In the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the unsubstituted cyclopentadiene (Cp) ring is disordered over two positions, with site-occupancy factors of 0.636 (12) and 0.364 (12) for the major and minor components respectively. The dihedral angles between the substituted Cp ring and the major and minor components of the disordered ring are 0.8 (3)° and 3.4 (6)°, respectively.
All bond lengths and angels are normal. The dihedral angle between the benzimidazole ring system and the substituted Cp ring is 72.92 (9)°. In the crystal structure (Fig. 2) , the molecules are connected through intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) to form zigzag chains running parallel to the a axis.
The title compound was synthesized by the reaction of L-(-)-1-(1H-benzimidazol-2-yl)ethanol (10 mmol) with a solution Crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of a methanol solution at room temperature over a period of one week.
Refinement
All H atoms were fixed geometrically and treated as riding, with C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å, O-H = 0.82-0.85 Å and with Uiso(H) = 1.2Ueq(C) or 1.5Ueq(C, O) for methyl, hydroxyl and water H atoms. The C1-C5 cyclopentadiene ring is disordered over two positions, with refined site-occupancy factors of 0.636 (12) and 0.364 (12) for the major and minor components respectively. During the refinement of the disordered cyclopentadiene ring, soft proximity (SIMU) and rigid-bond restraints (DELU) were applied to the anisotropic displacement parameters.
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Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with the atomic numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids were drawn at the 30% probability level. Only the major component of disorder is shown. 
